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that peace may reign, and the nation may adjusl
itself through the natural legal channels.
" If at all times discipline and the exact fulfilment
of duty have reigned in this military centre, they
are even more necessary to-day when the army
needs, serene and united, to sacrifice all persona]
opinion and ideology for the good of the nation
and the peaceful tranquillity of the Fatherland/'
Enthusiastic republicans, glorying in their new-
found liberties, and fearful lest even now a turn of
fate might snatch back the promised land, were
not likely to be pleased that a man of Franco's
importance should adopt an attitude, which, in
the excited condition of the country, was liable to
misinterpretation by anyone who chose to misin-
terpret it. Besides, militarism had for years been
a principal symbol of all that the republicans were
fighting to overcome. And Franco was not merely
a militarist himself, he was the chief propagator of
the military spirit.
Senor Azana, the new Minister of War, chose
the simplest solution of the difficulty. He abolished
the General Military Academy*
Franco was amazed. He took a great pride in
the work he had done for the academy, and that it
should be destroyed for political reasons seemed to
Mm an incredible pettiness. However, there was
nothing for it but to make the best of the situation.
In Ms farewell to the cadets, he rose to new
heights of eloquence. He drew a heroic picture of